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ó25 Years of Shepherding Missionô is celebrated on 20th July 2024 in Salem District, Tamil Nadu, 

India. In the year 1999, under the inspiration and invitation of Rev. Arul and Rev. Alphonse who 

are the members of MSFS Congregation (Missionaries of St Francis de Sales), the Sisters of the 

Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd initiated their mission in Salem Diocese. Ever since its 

inception, over the last 25 years, Sisters were able to identify persons whom they call as Partners-

in-Mission to travel along with them to work for the emancipation of the people living at the 

margins of our society through human rights approach.   

Silver Jubilee at Good Shepherd Convent, Nochipatty (Salem): The Sisters of the Good 

Shepherd have completed their 25 years of their shepherding mission in Salem district which was 

scheduled to be celebrated along with the local people and the religious fellow communities of 

different faiths. To commemorate the day, invitations were given to the Bishop of Salem, their 

Collaborators, and the Project People.  

Welcoming Our Beloved Bishop: As planned, on 20th July 2024, a day of Jubilation started with 

welcoming of their spiritual guide Most Rev. Dr. Arulselvam Rayappan, Bishop of Salem Diocese 

along with our present and past Province Leaders and other invitees. Bishop and the Chief guests 

were garlanded with the grand beating of drums and were taken to the Good Shepherd Convent 

Campus, Nochipatty (Salem).  

Thanks-giving Eucharistic Celebration: Most Rev. Dr. Arulselvam Rayappan, Bishop of Salem 

Diocese and few Priests celebrated the Eucharistic Celebration.  

ñWe Need Institutions that Work with the Peopleò: Most Rev. Dr. Arulselvam Rayappan, 

Bishop of Salem Diocese in his homily emphasised the relevance of being with the people and 

working with the people; the need of the hour is the creation of institutions that work with the 

people. Appreciating the mission of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd in Salem District, he said 

that shepherding is nothing but being with the sheep and safeguarding them from the perils of 

danger. We all must be the shepherds who safeguard the sheep, not shepherds who butcher them. 

Bishop Arulselvam appreciated the very many development works being carried out by the Sisters 

and their Partners-in-Mission.  

óListen to Himô is the motto of Most Rev. Dr. Arulselvam Rayappan. In the Old Testament, 

Deuteronomy, Chapter 6, God said ñHear, Israel; you are now about to cross the Jordan to go in 

and dispossess nations greater and stronger than you, with large cities that have walls up to the 

skyò. And similarly, in the New Testament, John, Chapter 2, during a wedding took place at Cana 

in Galilee, Mother Mary said that ñDo whatever he tells youò. This is the call of Him to every 

person and we are given the freedom to listen and respond. The 25 years of experience of the 

Sisters of the Good Shepherd must be a new beginning and therefore with all knowledge, skills, 

and attitude there is a need for marching forward with new spirit and vitality, he said. The Thanks-

giving Eucharistic Celebration ended with special blessings of Most Rev. Dr. Arulselvam 

Rayappan, our Spiritual Father. 
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Shepherding Mission Expressed through Cultural Activities 

The cultural activities designed for the Silver Jubilee by the Sisters of the Good Shepherd and their 

Partners-in-Mission in Salem were carefully done to express their mission among the people; 

Staffs and the Partners-in-Mission prepared dances, plays, mimes and other Tamil traditional art 

forms in accordance to the mission being carried out in Salem. Some of the cultural programmes 

performed are described below: 

Welcome Song: 'Bharatanatyam' is an Indian 

classical dance form which is originated in 

Tamil Nadu, India. It is a classical dance form 

to expresses various themes including social 

justice. The dance performed by Ms. Vivilya 

of CHALICE Educational and Community 

Sponsorship Programme, aimed at welcoming 

the guests from different background to 

witness the mission in the cultural forms. 

Voice of Nature - A Dance: It is 

dance on the relevance of protecting 

the nature and the responsibility of 

each and every person on earth. The 

song says that nature provides us with 

many resources, and we return its 

kindness by overexploiting and 

harming nature. Hence, we need to be 

conscious of our actions on 

surroundings that disrupt its natural 

flow. It is our responsibility to keep 

the nature fitting for everyone. 

The Roaring Lioness: 'Silambam' is an 

Indian martial art originating in Tamil 

Nadu, India. Selvi and Raju performed 

this dance for the song óSingappenneyô 

(Lioness) from the Tamil film which is 

a powerful anthem that celebrates 

women. The title translates to 

ñLioness,ò emphasizing strength and 

resilience. The song encourages women 

to rise above challenges and achieve 

greatness. 
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A way forward to Women 

Liberation: Mime is a theatre 

form and a non-verbal art form, to 

express an idea, a state of mind or 

to represent a character entirely by 

means of gestures and body 

movements without the use of 

words. The expressions of the 

artists need to be carefully 

watched in order to understand the 

message being conveyed. For this 

Silver Jubilee Celebration the 

Good Shepherd, the Partners-in-

Mission enacted the problems being faced by girl children from Womb to Tomb. This was 

meticulously expressed by the artists and the audience were kept dump throughout the 

performance. The Mission of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd in safeguarding the rights of the 

Children and Women was very well portrayed through this cultural activity. Needless to say, that 

the problems being faced by the girl children in Salem District and also elsewhere in the State 

are similar and there is a strong need to internalise the problems and respond to the same. 

Come, let us Celebrate: Parai Attam 

is a Tamil Nadu dance form. This drum 

is emblem of Tamil culture. This art 

form is used on different occasions to 

express one's feelings of happiness and 

sadness. The drums are used as an 

instrument for communication mean to 

convey message to the public. In order 

to express the happiness of 25 years of 

Shepherding Mission in Salem, Parai Attam was performed.  

Thank you, Shepherd God for the Spiritual 

Accompaniment: Volunteers of Good 

Shepherd expressed gratitude the Almighty 

through a devotional song. The song elucidates 

the blessings of Shepherd God through 

different ways and means.  

Thanks to all the children, youth and the artists who have devoted their time to practice and 

perform the same for the best interests of girl children óat riskô. May the heavenly Shepherdôs 

Blessing be on you today and forever. 

Documented by 

Sr. Rajakumari, Local Community Leader, 

Mr. Sam, Project Coordinator of Inclusive Community Development Service (ICDS), and 

Mr. A. John Aruldass, Partners-in-Mission of Good Shepherd Convent, Nochipatty (Salem) 
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